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amazingly deſtitute: of, the power. 


| lovely ſong ; ; ber ſtill it had no effect upon 


1 cg 


EZEKIEL xvi. 


Son of __, cauſe Jeryfalow 88 her abomination | 


HEY that be whole need not a phyſician, 


but they that are fick. Our bleſſed LORD 
came not to call the righteous, but finners to 


repentance. Men muſt. know their diſeaſe or 
they will not ſeek for a cure: fo the ſinner muſt 

know, yea, feel himſelf a finner or he will not 
5 for a Saviour. If we content ourſelves 
with forms, however decent, ſyſtems however 
true, we reſt in the huſk, we do not penetrate 
the ſhell, much leſs the kernel of vital religion. 
| Nay, we may be very decent in our outward 


deportment, and yet be in the gall of bitterneſs | 


and in the bond of iniquity. 


The Jews, the only people who crofelſed o 


know Gop, in the time of this Prophet, had 
deeply revolted from the Lonx d; a 


of them kept up à form of religion, * | 


"he was to them as a 


A2 ij them: 
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"tem, (a). The Lon complains by another 


propliet, that, the ſtork in the heaven Inotvet her ap- 
Pointed times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the 
| fallow, obſerve the time of their coming: but my 
| people know not the judgment of the Lord. (b) Thus 
| blindneſs of heart prevailed, and forgetfulneſs of 
| Gov, and yet they laid it not to heart. Nay, 
they are accuſed of themoſt atrocious practices; (c) 
ancd yet we find in them little ſenſibility of the mat- 


ter. It was highly neceſſary that the prophet 
ſhould found an alarm, and ſet before them, in 


very plain terms their woeful ſtate, and as the 
text expreſſes it, Cauſe them to know their abominations. 


Now transfer all this, and much more which 
might be ſaid to the preſent times; yea to this 


lancd, and even to this city; and ſee if there is 


not cauſe for the ſame complaints, and that in a 


very high degree; and conſequently for the ſame 


command to be enforced which we have i in the 


text. This is a duty highly incumbent on al! 


the miniſtersof Cuxisr. My preſent attergpt muſt 
be, through divine aid. 
_ Firſt, To confider ſome of the prevailing” 


yi Wie of the preſent time. 


Why they ought to be known. 
ie true remedy for them. 
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like the chambers of i imagery ( ſhewn to the pro- 
phet ir the eighth chapter, the actions in wich 
though perpetrated in the dark, yet were ſeen by 
thoſe eyes which are in every place beholding 
the evil and, the good. 
| 1. There is pride, that firſt born child of per- 
dition which oppofeth and exalteth it ſelf above 
all that is called GoD, and which in the heart 
of man cries out, I will ſet my ſeat beſide the throne 
of God, I will be like the 7 high. (a) That is, 
Iwill have my own way; 1 am determined to 
follow my own will : For, Who ts the Lord that 
I. ſhould obey his voice? I know not the voice of the 
Lord, nor will I obey him. (b) Here is a ſource 
of real miſchief, the origin of all rebellion and 
the motive to every thing which is audacious. | 
This curſed pride and ſelf will turned angels 
into devils, and man out of Paradiſe; open ned 
the flood - gates of ungodlineſs, and brought d death 
into the world and all our miſery; and renders - n 
the poſſeſſor eternally wretched. © 
2. Unbelief is another abomination : and is 
as far from obedience to Gop as hell is from | 
heaven. This has ſpread its benumbing = * 
fluence over the whole man, yea ge the whole 
world. For the ſcriptures have coneluded All in 
. unbelief. We may repeat & s and embrace 
ſyſtems, and Vet. be, 25 ü ut up in unbelief 
ka” SET, tlie Je ws! We, of whom it is laid, 
RR. wr” 9 | A E ny They 
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Ther did not enter tlie promiſed land becauſe 


of their unbelief; (a) and that our Loxp, in one 


place, did not many mighty works there becauſe 


of their unbelief. Yea, they were cut off be- 


cauſe of unbelief : and that unbelief keeps them 
ſtill at a diſtance from Gov, as it does millions 


Who are called Chriſtians in the preſent day. 
Now he that believeth not, makes Goo a liar ; 
aud therefore the wrath of Gop abideth on him. 

2. Ingratitude is another of thoſe abomina- 
tions which Gop abhors, and a real curſe 


wherever it is found. It is a deadly root, a root 
ol bitterneſs ; even where it appears againſt our 
fellow creatures it is highly criminal and baſe, 
and a character which is juſtly contemptible; 


but when it exerts its curled influences againſt 
Goo, the author of all good, we are at a loſs 


for terms which may ſufficiently ſnew its malig- 
nity. It is the very breath of the old ſerpent, . 
the gall of bitterneſs and the bond of iniquity; 


the {in of angels and the curſe of mankind 
4. Nearly allied to this is, the carnal mind 


- which is enmity againſt Gov, it is not ſubject 
to the lawot Gop nor can it be. This fountain _ 
of death hath pervaded human nature through- _ 


out.” Hence that antipathy againſt every thing 


that is truly ſerious, that is, againſt the image of 
Gov. How often hath this ſpark of hell been 
kindled into a blaze of diabolical perſecution! into 


(a) Matt. xili. 52. N 


1 
rage and Naughter againſt the Loꝶp and againſt 


his anointed ; againſt his miniſters and againſt 
his cauſe? Surely then, they that are in the fleſla 
cannot pleaſe Gop. No, However decent the 
veil may be which is thrown over the carnal | 
heart, it is but a whited wall, a painted ſepul- 
chre. This was throughly made manifeſt in 
the hiſtory of our Loro, and in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, as well as in long and numerous pages 
of church hiſtory. 
5. Greedineſs for the preſent world is another 
feature in this execrable character. nd it is an: 
abomination which lies fo concealed, fo entrench- 
ed behind plauſible pretenees, that it is no eaſy 
matter to diſcover it to the party concerned. It 
ſome gimes even wears tho aſpeci of duty, and 
lite -atan, can quote ſcripture with a view to 
- wreit it to wrong purpoſes; yea to the diſtructi- 
on of many who are drowned in this terrible 
perdition. Indeed the love of money is the 
root of all evils, and has been a dreadful peſt 
in the church of Gop. Its ravages are far and 
wide, far more extenſive than the conqueſts of. 
Alexander. It is peculiarly hurtful. to thoſe: 
whom providence has favoured with plenty of 
this world's good. Such frequently turn the 
bleſſing into a curſe: I hey choak the good leed 
and in the end prove anne] "Therefore, if 
any man love the. world, the love of the Father 


a 3 not in him. 
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6. The preſent enlightened age is remarł le 
for 1eſpiſing real. experimental religion. We 
boaſt much of our improvement in arts and 
ſciences; it is a plenfing ſound, and there may 
be ſome truth | in it; but fear it has but added 
little to the cauſe of real religion. Nay, on the 
_ contrary, has not a kind of learning taken place 
which has almoſt ſet afide the deity, and fubſti- 
tute! a phantom called reaſon inſtead of the 
{criptures? Thus making the word of G 
of none effect. Theories and hypotheſis have 
been invented, and a kind of vain philoſophy, 
falſely called feience, which flatters the pride of 
man, eſpecially as it is accompanied with a kind 
of dark, metaphyſical reaſoning, which is utter- 
2 ut of the reach of the bulk of the human 
Tace; and therefore cannot be from the ſupreme 
being; ſeeing he does not amuſe his creatures 
with dark ſpeculations and empty ſounds. This 
kind of infidelity was brought into Britain along 
with Charles the tecond. The whole tribe of 
beggarly wits made their. court to him and his 
infidel courtiers, when al; real ſeriouſneſs was 


Fried down, and lampooned under the approbri- 


ous. naines of hypocriſy, cant, fanaticiſm; yea, 
_ rebellion and. ery thing which was bad, redic- 
ulous and vile. hele merry Atheiſts held out 


| the nelth poiſon! in gilded cups, in a kind of 


 britlia 4. tawylrv language, which well ſuited | 


9 mat half thinking! ger .cration,” and What as 
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wanting in other reſpects the ſtage made up by 
impoſing on the nation; ſo that experimental and 
practical religion was ſer at nought, and even 
| the counſel of the Moſt High deſpiſed. f he 
torrent of buffoonery nonſenſe was ſo rapid, that 


even men of ſuperior ſenſe were unwarily car- 


ried down the ſtream, and ſunk in the vortex of 


1 infidelity. Thus we find that orators, poets, 


hiſtorians, philoſophers and critics, all became 
the craftſmen and abetters of the great Diana. 
I wiſh I could here ſpare the pulpit ; but alas, 
it has not ſpared it ſelf; its language has been 
too expreſſive, and its ſound has gone through- 
out all the-land; b 
Thus real divinity has been decried,. and et 
at t nouglit, yea dreſſed up in a bear's ſkin, ſo 
that it might be frightful and diſguſting ; and 
a kind of political divinity has bcen ſubſtituted 
in the place thereof, and is the divinity in vogue 


at the preſent time; yea, and is growing and 


{preading far and wide, a horrid monſter in the 
ſight of the Gop of Heaven. Tis no wonder 

that lifeleſs, languid forms obtain place even a- 

mongſt the decent part of mankind, utterly deſ- 
titute of the rich energy which ever accompanies | 
the genuine goſpel of Gop our Saviour. His 
_ goſpel is the power of Gov unto falvation ; tis 
the ſavour of life unto life It turns the hearta 
of the diſobedient unto the Midom of the juſt. 
Opens mera & 


l turns hem from darkneſs | 
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to light, and from the power of Satan to Gov. 


It is not in word but in power, a power which | 


all the fiends of hell cannot withſtand. It 
changes the very habits and affections of the ſoul; 
ſo that where fin did abound grace doth much 


more abound. What is all the excellency of 


ſpeech, or the enticing words of human wiſdom, 
in compariſon of this ſoul transforming word of 
 Gop, which is the favour of life unto all Who 
believe in Ixsus? 


Now does any of this rich energy appear in 


our modern tinkling ſymbols? Are not their 
brilliant jingles mere lifeleſs ſounds? And do 
they not leave their trifling admirers dead as. 
they found them? | 


. Unprofitable converſation is another on - 


which calls for a remedy; and though it has not 

that ſhocking appearance that ſome other evils 

have, yet it is like the little foxes which ſpoil the 
vines, and ought to be avoided as we would 
avoid the peſtilence. It often tends to evil ſpeax- 


ing, backbiting and flander, which hurts the 


party concerned; and often ruins the char- 
A2 cters of the innocent, and is quite contrary to 
tat royal law which favs, Thou ſhalt love thy 


neighbour as thy ſelf. | 
6. The tree being thus corrupt, is no wonder 


: the fruit ſhould be of the ſame kind. Hence 


grols immoralities break out on every ſide ; ſo 


that what the * ſaid of the d and Gen- 


tes 


{ it 3 


tiles may be very juſtly applied to our land: 
They are ail gone out of the way; they are together 
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. Their throat is an open ſepulchre; with their 
tongues they have uſed deceit ; the poiſon of aſps is 
under their lips. Whoſe mouth i ts full of curſing and 
bitterneſs; their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood: Deſtrue- 
tion and miſery are in their way : And the way of peace 
have they not known : T here is no fear of God before 
their eyes. [(a) This is a woeful picture of the 
_ dignity of man, and not more woeful than true. 
It ſpeaketh for it ſelf. I he prophet faid, The 
Jun of Fudah is written with a pen of iron, and with 
the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table 0 
 - their heart, and upon the horns of your altars : (b) 
That is, it is deeply rooted within, and it is 
| manifeſted outwardly even in your religious 5 
ſemblies. And is not that the caſe in this naͤ- 
tion? Formerly it was remarkable for its ſtrict 
attention to all the outward forms of godlineſs, 
and then open wickedneſs hid its ſhameful 
face; but alas, the crown is fallen from its 
head; yea the whole head is ſick, and the whole 
heart is faint. Our Engliſh vices have found 
their way into Scotland; and Sabbath-breaking; 
5 drunkenneſs, curſing, ſwearing, lying, cheating, 
uncleanneſs with every ſpecies of wickedneſs that 
can be mentioned. Nay dont you ſee inſtances 
> ſcorn and conternes before your eyes in thoſe 


„ troubleſome : 
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The word DUCE is a Scoti 


U 2 


troubleſome boys, and others preſent, Whete are 
your duce elders that they ſuffer ſuch behaviour? x 
O what a change is there in Scotland, in ex- 
ternal _— for the worſe? Profanation of 
every deſcription is increaſing : by rapid ſteps: 
Jay it is ſpreading like a rhe | Bund en | 
in thee, O Glaſgow! Thy gold is growing dim. 


9 


thy fine gold will ſoon be changed; and thy 
tottering crown wall ſoon fall from thy hea 


and thy filthineſs will be found in thy ſkirts, 
yea, thine iniquities will find:thee out! 
In the twenty-fecond chapter of this prophecy 


ve have a terrible catalogue of the evils, and 


abominations practiſed in Jeruſalem, and 


truly they were of an alarming magnitude, and 


of a black and deep die. But I doubt we ſhall 

equal if not .excel them. in our land; more 
eſpecially if we conſider the ſuperior advantages 
and privileges which we enjoy. For we may 


remember, where much is given, much will 

be required; and though times of ignorance Goo 

- winketh at, yet now hath commanded all men 

every where to repent. 1 . 

9. Time was when the players e | 
"mitted to inſult religion and common ſenſe in 


Ros IEEE > ; 


Some young Sebi a thing formerly not endured in Scotland. 
Im which ſignifies, grave, ſerious. The El- 
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ders in Scotland are the fate s owr-Church-Wardens in England 3 and 


though they took no notice of the diſturbers, 


Y yet they took notice of 
my mentioning tiem; for J was not f 8 
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Sand, and elpecially! in this city; 10 

ſorry that thoſe peſts of civilized ſociety, thoſe 
fomenters of infidelity are gaining ground con- 

tinually. O, where is your love to found doc- 
trine, or the author of ſound doctrine? while you | 
allow, and countenance - thoſe lying vanities 
which turn the truths of Gop into fables, 


and ſap the very foundation of pre and un- 75 


deßfled religion. 

This is a melancholy pie which I 155 
been drawing; but I can appeal to all men of 
candour and reflection, that it does not exceed 
the original; nay, it falls vaſtly ſhort thereof. 
I may juſl add, it is an unpleaſing, yea an un- 
welcome ſubject for a miniſter to dwell upon; 
and nothing but a conſciouſneſs of its being 
his indiſpenſible duty, can engage him thus to 
ſet his face as a flint in the way, and expoſe 
himſelf to the rage and contempt of mankind. 
This ſhall lead me k 

Secondly, . to conſider, why men ſhould know 
| their abominations. 

Firſt, It is neceſſary that lie ſhould: know 
them, that they may loath them ; this is the 
general way in which the ſpirit of Gov works; 
and this made the prophet cry out, Moe is me! 
IJ am undone, I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
| amidſt a people of unclean li (a) And again, 
l name of the PD. nie cries out, We are 


4 


. * altogether 
5 8115 J If, vi. 3. 1 
8 * 7 8 (a) . VI. Lo ; 


J, 
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altogether as an Arlam thing, and all dur. gliteouſne es. 
are as filthy rags. (a) From the ſame conſidera- 
tion the pſalmiſt cries out, I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in fin did my mother conceive me. (b) Thus 
muſt we loath ourſelves in duſt and aſhes before 
the eyes of infinite purity. The pride of human 
excellency muſt be ſtained ; the loftineſs of man 
muſt be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of 
| man laid low; that ſenſible of his vileneſs 
| He may cry out, Gop be merciful to me a 
K | ſinner 1 

2. Men muſt know their lations that 
they may forſake them. He that covereth his ſin 
- ſhall not proſper, let the covering be what it will 
he cannot take confidence therein; but he that 
confe efſeth and forſaketh his ſin. ſhall find mercy. But 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that men will forſake 
Oe ſin, till they ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
it. O, how, odious is it in the fight of a 
— God? How has it debaſed the ſoul, and 
defiled it with every corrupt paſſion and appetite ; 
with every foul and ſordid temper and diſpoſiti- 
an? What ſufferings did it bring upon him who. 
was wounded for our tranſgreſſions and bruiſed 
I fox our iniquities, when the Lox laid on him 
the iniquity of, us all? What miſchief has the 
_ curſed monſter made in the world? What cries 
and tears? "What .cruelties, oppreſſions, woes, 
and diftreſſes.” : * ino. RING: to give 
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up his pleaſing fin, his profitable fin, his cred- 
itable fin, the fin of his calling or conſtitution; 
yea, he is willing to forſake all; to cut off the 
right hand and to pluck out the right eye; to 
deny himſelf of all ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, ſo that he may live to him who died for 
his fins and roſe again for his juſtification. In 
fuch a perſon there is a holy dread, a ſacred 
antipathy againſt that ſource of miſery and 
ruin; fo that were there no hell to eſcape, or 
heaven to obtain, he flies from it, as from eternal 
6E cc 
3. We ſhall never cry earneſtly to Gop for 
the pardon of ſin till we ſee ourfelves ſinners: 
till the law comes home in its ſpirituality, then 
ſin revives and the ſinner dies. He is ſenſible 
the curſe ſtands againſt him, nor will any thing 
remove it, except he flies to the blood of 
ſprinkling, which ſpeaks better things than that 


of Abel. But he has often many a painful 


ſtruggle before he is enabled to fix upon that 
rock of eternal ages. His unbelief ſtaggers at 
the promiſes, and Satan is not wanting to diſ- 
courage him therein; ſo that like the poor lunatic | 
child, while he is yet a coming,' Satan tears him. 
Tis not exactly alike in all, I mean with reſpect 
do the degree of ſtruggle and anxiety. We ſee 


ſome are ſhook over the pit of hell; the arrows 


of the Almighty ſtick faſt in them, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh up their ſpirits : The N — 


* 16 o 


of Gow ſet we in array againſt them. 
Others again, like Lydia, have their hearts gently 
opened, ſo that they attend to, and receive the 
glad tidings of ſalvation without much commo- 
tion; her heart being already prepared to receive 


the ingrafted word with meekneſs. But let it 
be violent or gentle, it comes to the ſame 
thing; the ſinner is made ſenſible wherein he is 


a ſinner. and as ſuch he comes to that Saviour : 


who will in no wiſe caſt him out. 


In ſuch a caſe, how precious muſt the S3. 


7 be to a ſoul who has diſcovered his own 


-wretchedneſs ? Is reſt deſirable to the weary ? 


Nothing can be more ſo. How ſweet is this reſt 


to the labouring, weary and heavy laden ſoul, 
who caſts his burden upon the Loxp and is ſuſ. 


tained by him? Is food ſweet to the hungry? 


We all know it is; and nothing can ſupply the 


place of it. How precious then is this bread of 
life to the hungry ſinner of whom I am ſpeaking ? 


He finds this the true nouriſhment for his never 


dying ſoul. From this tree of life he takes and 


eats ST lives for ever. Therefore to ſuch as be- | 
Jieve he is precious. His name is precious, and 
fo is his nature, offices, merit, ſpirit, blood and 


righteouſneſs; in a word; he is all in all. But 


then, all this is to the poor ſinner who feels his 
e ſenſible of the abominations 


miſery, and is ma 
of his fallen ſoul, which makes him cry out, 
I loath myſelf when * 1 tee, 


t 


And ii into nothing fall; 
Content if thou exalted be, 
And Cartsr 1s all in all.” 
5. Miniſters muſt ſhew poor wretched ſinners” 
their abominations, that they may be without. 
excuſe, We find this to have been a principal 
part of the miſſion of Jeremiah. There ſeems. 
to have been little hope of his ſucceeding among 
the nation in general. Therefore ſays Je- 
hovah, Gird up thy loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak unto 
them all that I command thee : be not di ſmayed at their 
: Faces, leſt T confound thee before them. For, behold, 
T have made thee this day a defenced' city, and an iron 
pillar; and brazen walls, againſt the whole land; againſt 
the kings of Judah, againſt the princes thereof, againſt 
the prieſts thereof, and againſt the people of the land. (a) 
To the ſame effect the commiſſion: of Ezekiel 
runs. Son of man, I ſend thee to the children of Iſrael. 
to à rebellious nation that hath rebelled againſt me: they 
and their fathers: have tranſgrejjed againſt me, even to 
tis very day. For they are impudent children and 
fliff-hearted : I do ſend thee unto them ; and thou ſhalt 
_ ſay unto them, Thus ſaith:the Lord God. And they, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will. forbear, 
for they. are a rebellious houſe, yet ſhall know that" there 
hath been d prophet among them. (b) And again, 
he is to warn the i man, Jeft if he die in 
his iniquity; Gop ſhould require his blood at 
gn Prophet 8 hands. Nevertheleſs, ſays he, if 
B 3 1 
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thou warn the Wickie of his way to turn from it; if f 


he do not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his iniqu- 
ty; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. (a) Nay, this 
was one end of our Saviour's coming into- the 

world. Hence he ſays, If I had not come and 


| polen to them, they had not had ſin; but now they 


| have no cloke for their ſin.(b) To ſome, the Apoſtle 
declares, they were the ſavour of death unto bak £3 
I own that it is but a melancholy. reflection to 
the feelings of a miniſter of CurrsT, to think, 
that he ſhould riſe up as a preaching witneſs bo 
gainſt any poor finner in that awful day, when 
we ihall give an account of our ſtewardſhip. In 
the mean time, as ſtewards we muſt be faithful, 
let the conſequence be what it will. O then 
take heed how you hear, and what you hear; 
ſeeing it is not the hearer of the law which i is 
juſti ified, but the doers of the law they are juſti- 
hed. Many of you ſpeak much about errors; 
but this i is the moſt dreadful error, to live in an 
unchanged, unconverted ſtate, to content your- 
ſelves to live without Gop and without hope in 
the world; ſo living and dying in your fins, 
you ſhall lic down i in eternal ſhame and ever- 
laſting burnings. 

Thirdly, 1 now come to point out the true 
| remedy for all theſe aboninations; this is the 
moſt pleafing part of the ſubject ; nothing can 
be more N for a niger to dwell upon; 


and 


(a) Exck, XXXills 9. ® Join xv. 22. (c) 2 Cor. i, 16. 


- * 
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and e can be more delightful to che ſenſ- 


ible finner to hear: 
Firſt, This cure, my dear hearers, has its 


origin in the deity himſelf ; no leſs a cauſe could 
procure ſo great an effect. Gov, who ſurveys 


all events, however diſtant at one glance, ſaw 


the miſery and ruin man was ſubject to, and in- 
to which he would undoubtedly fall; took care 


to provide a remedy, a remedy that aſtoniſhed 


heaven and confounds hell; a remedy ſuited to 
the dire deſeaſe, in which all the divine attributes 


harmonize, and in which they all ſweetly illu- 


ſtrate each other. Here juſtice and mercy meet 

together, righteouſneſs and peace h ĩſs each other. 

Glorious truth, Gop is love! Gop SO loved the 

world, fallen, ruined, wretched and undone as.it 
is, he SO loved it as to give his only begotten Son that 

a believing ſinner might not periſh, but have eternal life... 

_ Wonderous love! Wonderous mercy ! Won 
derous grace! Wonderous condeſcenfion ! Well 


might angels ſing glory to God in the higheſt, 


and on earth peace, good will among men. 
- HereGov is manifeſt in humannaure; and comes: 
arrayed in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, in po 1 | 


and pain, labour and tort; in hunger and thi 


in thame and ſorrow, and through the moſt 

aſtoniſhing abaſement opens a fountain for fin 
and uncleanneſs. Behold, what manner of e 

the Father hath beſtowed upon us that we ſhould, 
in 10 ſtrange a OR become the tons of C b 
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Surely in this was manifeſted the love of Gow, 
that while we were ſinners Cunts r died for us. 
Here is Gov in our nature putting away fin by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf. Here is the creditor 
Taid in arreſt for the poor inſolvent debtor. The 

injured dies for the injurious. 

2. The Man Cuxisr Jesvs is the arable 
perſon by whom: this reconciliation is accom» | 
pliſhed. Gop was in CartsT reconciling the 
world to himſelf, not imputing their iniquities 
unto them. But having reconciled all things to 
hiimſelf, by the blood of his crofs, he is our 
peace maker, that he miglit reconcile both unto 
Soy in one body by the croſs, having ſlain the 
enmity thereby ; and came and preached peace 
to them who were afar off; and to them that 


were nigh, No matter whether they were Jews 


or Gentiles, moral or immoral, they are allredeem- 
ed and reconciled by the ſame precious blood. 


| By him we can obtain pardon; for though your 


| fins be req as ſcarlet he can waſh them all away; 
can blot them all out as a cloud, and leave no 
trace of guilt behind. All your abominations 
may be ſo covered, as to be as a ſtone caſt into 
the depths of the ſea.” Not only to pardon, but 
to purify, ſo that no ſpot may remain. For Chriſt 
loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it; that he might 
waſh it "wth rater by the word, and preſent it to 
| himſelf a glorious: Church, cu N or wrinkle on 
| 8 8 thing. (a) N 3. But 
Tn | 00 Eph. v. 26, 27. 
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3. But remember, all this muſt be done ir 
tis own way. It was hinted above that we 
muſt know our abominations, that we may loath 
and forſake them. This will not be done with- 
out genuine repentance ; and therefore Jzsvs is 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, that he 
might give repentance to the impotent children 
of men. That is, by his meritorious under- 

takings the ſpirit of grace is poured out upon 


men, that they may repent and turn to Gon, 


and do works meet for repentance This is a lead- 
ing doctrine. Hence it is ſaid, Rent your hearts. 


and not your garments, and turn to the Lord. (a) Rev 


bent and believe the fel. (b) Except ye repent ye 
fhall periſh. (c) The times of tgnorance God CU 


at, but now hath commanded all men 8 where to 
repent. (d) | 
If it is aſked what is repentance * ? I a 
He that covereth his fin ſhall not proſper ; but he that 
confeſſeth and forſaketh it ſhall find mercy.(e) Now 
J aſk, in the name of the eternal Jehovah, Has 
this repentance taken place in you? Or are you 
yet living in your fin ? If fo, you are living on- 
the brink of eternal perdition. 
But then, without faith it is Sppolble t 5 
pleaſe Gop; for he that believeth not, makes God a 
liar. (f) Nay ſuch an one cannot ſee life, for the 
wn 9% God abideth on um. I hope many * you 
are 


(a) Jod il. 13. (o) Mark i. I; (c) Luke xiii. 3. (4) Ads xvii. 30» - 
„„ Prov. 8 43 (f) e 10. 5 
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Fe ſenſible that true faith, faving, Softifying 
faith, is not barely believing a ſet of doctrines 
however true or excellent; and yet I fear multi- 
tudes reſt their cauſe here, and proceed no farther. 
| You often ſpeak of errors, here is an error of 2 
capital nature indeed; an error of a damning 
| nature; I with you may be deeply appriſed of 
its malignity. True faith purifies the heart, 
works by love, and therefore influences the whole 
converſation. Where ever there is true faith, 
dere is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, patience, 
meekneſs and gentleneſs ; yea all the ns 
fruits of righteouſneſs. 55 
5 Thus flying to Ixsus, he is a never falling 
remedy; he is the tree of life whoſe leaves are 
for the healing of the nations; the true balm of _ 
_ Gilead; the only and infallible phyſician for 
| deſeaſed ſouls to fly to, and who heals all that 


need healing; that is, who feel their need of 


healing. However habitual or deep rooted your 
abominations may be, they are not too virulent 


for Ixsus to cure. If you are an old finner, - 


Ixsus is an older Saviour. If your ſins are of the 
| crimſon dye, his blood can wafn out every ſtain. 
Hear 1 he ſays, Him that cometh unto me, 
J will in no wife caſt out. To him that is athirſt 
will J give of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. It is a faithful faying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that IE sus CRHRISrHf came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, even the chief of ſinners. 
e e eee 
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A repenting Manaſſch, a weeping Magdalene, a 5 
ſelf abaſed publican, a praying thief, a trembling 
gaoler, all find redemption -in the death and 
wounds of the Lamb of Gop who: taketh away 
the ſins of the world. | 9 
6. You need not ſay, Who ſhall aſcend into 
| Heaven to bring him down? Or who ſhall de 
end into the deep to bring him up from thence? 
Ono; he is near that juſtifieth that juſt now 
you may look -unto him and be ſaved. Gop 
will now be your refuge and ſtrength-; now he 
will be a preſent help. Call upon him in the 
time of trouble, and he will hear you, anſwer _ 
and fave you. Can any thing be ſo ſecret from 
him that he cannot ſee it? Doth not he fill Heaven 
and earth? Surely his eyes are in every ꝓlace be- 
holding the evil and the good; and therefore, 
ever at hand to denken the wants of all his poor 
creatures. | 
Behold now, -even now is the accepted time, 
and now is the day of falvation. 'To-day ; if you 
will hearken to his voice, harden not your heart. 
I have been warning you in the moſt public 
manner * for the ſpace of ſix months, through 


much labour and ſorrow; through reproach and 


many lies; and would not rife upa preaching wit- 

neſs againſt you in the great day of the LORD. No, 

right glad ſhould I be, to have many for a crown 
of rejoicing. in chat great day, when the ſecrets 
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4 *1 I preached trot months running out ot dovrs. | | 
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of ell liearts ſhall be diſcloſed, when we muſt 


Othenfly, fly my fellow tinners, to this fountain 
opened for fin and unclearineſs; ſo that when 


your fins are ſought for they may not be found; 


hut that every abomination may be ſwept away, 
auc that you may be like the king's daughter 
all glorious within; ſo that it may be ſaid of 


you at the laſt day, Theſe are they who came 


out of great tribulation, and waſhed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


To whom with the Father, and ever adorable 


Spirit, one Jehovah, be equal honour and. glory, 


by the church triumphant, world without end. 
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r before the judgment ſcat of Canis, 
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